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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Office  of  Special  Education  and 
Rehabilitative  Services 

Handicapped  Special  Studies  Program; 
Notice  of  Final  Annual  Evaluation 
Priorities 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
action:  Notice  of  final  annual 
evaluation  priorities. 

summary:  The  Secretary  announces 
annual  evaluation  priorities  for  the 
Handicapped  Special  Studies  program. 
These  studies  have  been  selected  to 
ensure  effective  use  of  program  funds 
and  to  meet  requirements  of  the 
Education  of  the  Handicapped  Act 
(EHA). 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  These  priorities  take 
effect  either  45  days  after  publication  in 
the  Federal  Register  or  later  if  the 
Congress  take  certain  adjournments.  If 
you  want  to  know  the  effective  date  of 
these  priorities  call  or  write  the 
Department  of  Education  contact 
person. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Linda  Glidewell,  Division  of  Innovation 
and  Development.  Office  of  Special 
Education  Ingrams,  Department  of 
Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW. 
(Switzer  Building,  Room  3511-M/S 
2313),  Washington,  DC  20202. 

Telephone:  (202)  732-1099. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The 
Handicapped  Special  Studies  program, 
authorized  by  Section  618  of  Part  B  of 
the  Education  of  the  Handicapped  Act 
(EHA),  as  amended,  supports  studies  to 
evaluate  the  impact  of  the  Act,  including 
efforts  to  provide  a  free  appropriate 
public  education  and  early  intervention 
services  to  infants,  toddlers,  children 
and  youth  with  handicaps.  The  results  of 
these  studies  must  be  included  in  the 
annual  report  submitted  to  the  Congress 
by  the  Department. 

On  March  7, 1988,  the  Secretary 
published  a  notice  of  proposed  annual 
evaluation  priorities  for  this  program  in 
the  Federal  Register  at  53  FR  7294.  There 
is  no  difference  between  the  proposed 
priorities  and  these  final  priorities. 

Public  Comment 

In  the  March  7  notice,  the  Secretary 
invited  comments  on  the  proposed 
annual  evaluation  priorities.  One 
,  comment  was  received  which 
enthusiastically  supported  Priority  2 
“Study  of  Anticipated  Services  for 
Students  with  Handicaps  Exiting  from 
School.”  Except  for  minor  editorial 
revisions,  the  Secretary  has  made  no 
changes  in  these  final  annual  evaluation 
priorities  since  publication  of  the 
proposed  priorities. 


Priorities:  The  Secretary  announces 
priorities  under  the  Handicapped 
Special  Studies  Program.  CFDA  No. 
84.159,  for  fiscal  year  1988  applications. 
Under  priority  1,  the  Secretary  invites 
applications  for  cooperative  agreements 
to  support  certain  types  of  studies. 
Priority  2  will  also  be  addressed  through 
cooperative  agreements. 

Priority  1:  State  Agency/Federal 
Evaluation  Studies  Projects  (CFDA  No. 
84.159A) 

This  priority  supports  evaluation 
studies  by  State  agencies  to  assess  the 
impact  and  effectiveness  of  activities 
assisted  under  the  Education  of  the 
Handicapped  Act.  Within  this  priority, 
the  Secretary  particularly  invites  studies 
that:  (1)  Assess  the  effect  of  State  and 
local  fiscal  policies  on  the  delivery  of 
pre-referral  services  and  special 
education  in  regular  classrooms  at  either 
the  elementary  or  secondary  school 
levels;  (2)  document  experiences  of 
special  education  students  after  they 
exit  secondary  school,  and  determine 
the  relationship  between  secondary 
programming  and  post-secondary 
outcomes;  (3)  evaluate  the  effect  of 
alternative  assessment  practices  on 
multilingual  and  limited  English 
speaking  children  and  youth;  and  (4) 
assess  program  effectiveness  and 
impact  through  utilization  of  student 
outcome  indicators.  In  accordance  with 
the  Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR,  34 
CFR  75.105(c)(1)),  applications  for 
studies  described  in  items  (1),  (2),  (3), 
and  (4)  will  not  receive  a  competitive  or 
absolute  preference  over  other 
applications  that  propose  evaluation 
studies  to  assess  the  impact  and 
effectiveness  of  activities  assisted  under 
the  Education  of  the  Handicapped  Act. 

Priority  2:  Study  of  Anticipated  Services 
for  Students  with  Handicaps  Exiting 
From  School  (CFDA  No.  84.159B) 

Section  618(b)(3)  of  the  Education  of 
the  Handicapped  Act  requires  the 
Secretary  to  report  annually  on  the 
number  of  handicapped  children  and 
youth  exiting  the  educational  system 
through  program  completion  or 
otherwise,  by  disability  category  and 
age,  and  anticipated  services  for  the 
next  year.  The  anticipated  services  data 
are  intended  to  provide  national  and 
State-level  information  for  planning  the 
adult  services  required  by  these  youths 
after  they  leave  school.  Data  to  respond 
to  this  requirement  have  been  collected 
through  reports  from  each  of  the  States. 
Most  States  gather  these  data  from  local 
school  districts.  However,  State 
educational  agencies  report  that  local 
educational  agency  staff  have  difficulty 
inferring  the  type  or  nature  of 
anticipated  adult  services  individual 


youths  will  require.  Because  of  this 
difficulty,  the  Secretary  believes  that 
more  useful  information  for  adult 
service  planning  can  be  obtained  from 
information  on  the  characteristics  of 
exiting  students  from  which  adult 
service  needs  could  be  inferred. 

Under  this  priority,  the  Secretary 
supports  cooperative  agreements  to 
identify,  define  and  operationalize 
student  performance  indicators  and 
other  descriptive  indicators  (e.g., 
reading  level,  mobility)  to  determine 
adult  service  needs,  ^ojects  must 
develop  an  array  of  indicators  related  to 
the  services  these  youths  will  require 
from  adult  service  agencies  to  live 
independently  and  achieve  gainful 
employment.  Indicators  must  be 
supported  by  research  findings, 
conceptual  rationales,  or  both.  Further, 
alternative  methods  of  measurement  for 
each  indicator  must  be  developed. 
Indicators  must  be  developed  in 
cooperation  with  State  adult  service 
agencies.  Projects  should  provide 
evidence  that  the  indicators  have 
significant  practical  utility  in  planning 
adult  services  for  students  with 
handicaps  exiting  from  school.  Finally, 
alternative  strategies  for  collecting  data 
on  these  indicators  on  a  State  by  State 
basis  need  to  be  specibed.  These 
strategies  must  address  sampling  issues, 
the  burden  involved  in  collecting  the 
data,  instrument  administration,  data 
verification  and  data  aggregation  at 
State  and  national  levels,  and  issues 
related  to  periodic  (e.g.,  annual) 
collection  of  data.  The  Secretary  is 
particularly  interested  in  indicators  of 
in-school  as  well  as  out-of-school 
functioning  so  that  a  program  of  services 
can  be  designed  to  enhance  the 
effectiveness  of  the  individual  in 
educational,  home,  community,  and 
work  environments.  Performance 
indicators  on  students  with  a  wide  range 
of  limitations  and  disabilities  must  be 
addressed. 

These  projects  would  cumulatively 
provide  potential  designs  by  which 
schools,  rather  than  inferring  anticipated 
adult  service  needs,  could  provide 
relevant  student  performance 
characteristics  to  adult  service  agencies 
for  the  purpose  of  planning. 

(20  U.S.C.  1418) 

Dated;  June  30, 1988. 

William  |.  Bennett, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
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